LETTER FROM THE GUEST EDITOR
It is my honor to serve as Guest Editor for this issue of Academic Forensic Pathology, "Vulnerable Populations." As forensic pathologists, the decedents are our patients, and we work through the investigation and autopsy to better advocate for them and determine the cause and manner of death. Beyond caring for the decedent is our duty to serve the next of kin, the public, and the academic community through science, medicine, research, and law. Our forensic determinations and conclusions are far-reaching, affecting so many through a continuous three dimensional ripple effect.
Merriam-Webster defines vulnerable as easily hurt or harmed physically, mentally, or emotionally (1). Vulnerability implies that when compared to the general population, some people are more sensitive to certain risk factors that can negatively impact their health. These risk factors originate from economic, physical, social, biological, genetic, and lifestyle/behaviorial factors. Vulnerable populations are at risk for poor physical, psychological, and social help and are at increased risk of morbidity and mortality. Vulnerable individuals are not well-integrated into the healthcare system and may not be able to take proper advantage of resources for their health and safety. Vulnerable populations are susceptible to emotional attack or harm and suffer from oppression, lack of resources, and a feeling of helplessness. Vulnerable people often perceive no voice in our legal system and consequently, these individuals are vulnerable to crime and abuse. I invited authors with known experience and expertise to write on the forensic pathology, autopsy, and investigation of vulnerable population deaths. Special categories include the inherently vulnerable individual such as the seizure patient, elders, the pregnant decedent, and infants. In addition are deaths related to activities such as death of the athlete, deaths involving immigrants and border crossers, and deaths during police restraint, custody, and excited delirium. Other vulnerable decedent fatalities are deaths in prisons and deaths of the disabled and/or institutionalized persons. Every facet of these cases is complex, essential, multilayered, and often convoluted. In our society, they are immediate and visible; they are also remote and invisible. They impact our lives and the practice of forensic pathology. I would like to thank Academic Forensic Pathology for recognizing the significance of such an opportune issue for its readers and all of forensic science and pathology.
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